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WE WENT UP WITH THE PEARLS
AND WERE ALL MILLIONAIRES

Stories written by students from
Wee-Bots Drop-in Writing in Detroit
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Deluxe: Tales from Two Tutoring Labs

Everything You Could Ever Want...and More!

Even the Stars are Robotic

Four Years’ Worth of Ice Cream

I Rode My Yak to School

| Use This Pencil To Write

The Golden Nose 2.0

The Wind Shushes and Hushes

Zomb the Formalist



We send tremendous appreciation to our generous community
supporters, especially the Detroit Public Library and the
Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs.
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Copyright © 2015 by 826michigan and
Blotch Books.

All rights reserved by 826michigan, the
many whims of Dr. Thaddeus Blotch, the
illustrators, and the authors.

This book is a work of fiction. Any similarities
to any people or events, real or imaginary,
are purely coincidental. No part of this book
may be reproduced without express written
permission from the publisher, except for
small excerpts for the purposes of review or
scholarly study.

Design by
Nicole Cordero
Kevin Mendez
Nick Ritz

First printing

By purchasing this book, you are helping
826michigan continue to offer free student
programs. For more information, please
visit: www.826michigan.org
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I love my family.
My Mom helps me do homework.
My family lets me go to the park.

From

Me
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One time I went to the TN
Chinese buffet. First, I ate

some fries. Then I ate a chicken
nugget. Then I got got ketchup

for the chicken nuggets. Then I
got 120 pizzas. I felt good.




A LETTER TO BOOKS BENNETT ELEMENTARY AGE 10

ALFONSO PASAYE

Dear Books,

I like you because when I
read you it gives me awesome
ideas. Books make me want
to draw fantastic ideas. When
I draw, I like to draw book
scenes and characters. My
favorite book is Diary of a
Wimpy Kid: Hard Luck by
Jeff Kinney. I like that book
because it has little pictures
and a lot of words and new
words. In my school we take
tests on the books we read to
see how well we understand.
Books are awesome because




some are big and colorful. My second
favorite book is Animorphs: The
Visitor because it is about some kids
that can become anything, but if you
become something for more than two
hours you stay like that. That book
is awesome and medium-sized. I like
chapter books because they are long
and help you relax before bedtime
instead of playing video games or
watching TV.

Your reader,

Alfonso P

Hey Alfonso!
| like your
book, too!
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One day an action figure saw a red crystal,
touched it, and got super powers. So
whatever he touched floated for 3 hours.
He wanted to fight but the enemy started
floating. Then John Cena, the action
figure, clapped his hands to float to go
save the enemy. They were in space and
the enemy was going crazy.

John Cena called a spaceship to bring
them anvils (anvils can’t float because they
are too heavy). So they could go down
to Earth and fight in Detroit, Michigan.
But they landed in St. Louis, Missouri, so
they teleported back to Detroit. But they
had little anvils on them so they would
not float again. Then John Cena said the
magic words so they couldn’t float again
(the words are “mine craft”).
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If you give a Cheetah a fish the
cheetah will get excited because he
has never eaten a fish. But he has
seen it. He will want to go to the
mall and then on Saturday he will
want a teddy bear so he can rip it.
The cheetah will need a purple bear
so he can make a balloon. He will
make a mess and then take a shower
because he made the mess.

The End )
"> ra
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Miss Nelson went to Pennsylvania
to take a vacation. She went to

visit her friend. She had fun!
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| WILL PLAY CATCH WITH THE WOLF
BENNETT ELEMENTARY AGE 8

MIRANDA PASAYE

I will play catch with the wolf. I would
throw the ball high in the sky. And the
wolf will go get it. And we will play tag
and the wolf will find me. We went to
eat pizza and the wolf ate wolf food.



We went to my house and played more.
We went to sleep and the wolf went to
sleep in his house and I went to sleep in
my house. In the morning we took a bath
and ate pancakes and we went outside and

I played with the wolf. The end.
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One day there was a hamburger.
He was really big and if someone
ate him he would say, “Don’t eat me.”
Then the girl or boy would not eat the
hamburger. The girl or boy would
not eat the hamburger because
the hamburger is talking and
the girl or boy would be very
scared and then the girl or boy

would be the hamburger’s friend.
The end.



INGRID RAMOS ARANDA

INGRID AND LIZBETH DIG A HOLE
BENNETT ELEMENTARY AGE 8

I went digging with my
friend Lizbeth. We brought
a flashlight to see if we
found anything. We even
brought chips if we got
hungry and water if we got
thirsty. At first we found
pearls. The necklace was so
long that you could use it as
a belt. We thought we could
use it for a rope to climb it
when we were done.



We kept on digging for ten hours
and we found a person and gave
him water and we asked him what
his name was. He didn’t answer. His
clothes were dirty. Then we asked
him again and he said, “Chris”
and he said he was looking for a
diamond, so we dug for ten more
minutes and found someone else.

She was kind of clean and she
was next to the diamond and
we gave her water and we asked
her what her name was and she
said, “Neoshua.” And I got
the diamond and we went up
with the pearls and were all
millionaires. And we all lived
happily ever after.
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One day a snowman named

Olaf woke up and made his

P, favoritepiein hiskitchen.
" Every time he makes

the pie it smells good,

but this time he didn’t

smell anything. Then

he realized that he
didn’t have a nose, so he
asked his friend Penguin, “Have you
seen my nose?” Penguin said, “I have
not seen your nose.” So Olaf went to
ask his brother, “Have you seen my
nose?” His brother replied, “No,
I have not” Olaf went to a polar
bear and said, “Have you seen my
nose?” but before he could finish his
question, the polar bear was about to
eat his nose. So he kicked the polar
bear and Olaf got his nose back and

the polar bear was crying. THE END
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A huge thank you goes out to the staff of
the Campbell Branch, especially Patricia
Dandridge, for their generosity in hosting
us all year.

An equally elephant-sized thank you to
the volunteers that donated their time
to assist the students of Detroit in their
creative writing at Wee-Bots:

Caitlin Drinkard Cat Batsios
Neoshua Butler Erica Crane
Twess Abraham Jeri Stroupe
Chris Brudzynski and Rajmund

Jennifer Ehrhardt Michal Niwinski.
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826michigan

is a nonprofit organization dedicated to
supporting students ages 6 to 18 with
their creative and expository writing
skills, and to helping teachers inspire
their students to write.

Our services are structured around
the understanding that great leaps in
learning can happen with one-on-one
attention, and that strong writing skills
are fundamental to future success. With
this in mind, we provide after-school
tutoring, evening workshops, in-school
residencies, help for English language
learners, and publication opportunities
for students.

All of our programs are challenging and
enjoyable, and ultimately strengthen
each student’s power to express ideas
effectively, creatively, confidently, and
in his or her individual voice.



TUTORING IS AT THE HEART OF IT

Our method is simple: we assign free tutors
to students so that the students can get one-
on-one help. Itis our understanding that great
advancement in English skills and homework
comprehension can be made within hours if
students are given concentrated help from
knowledgeable tutor-mentors. We offer free
tutoring four days a week at both of our
writing labs, on Liberty Street in Ann Arbor
and at beezy’s cafe on Washington Street in
Ypsilanti.

FIELD TRIPS

We want to help teachers get their students
excited about writing, while helping students
be better able to express their ideas. We
welcome teachers to bring their classes in for
field trips during the school day. A group of
volunteers, interns, and staff leads every field
trip, whether we are solving mysteries, writing
bedtime stories, or playing a life-sized poetry
board game. Our most popular field trip is
our Storytelling & Bookmaking workshop,
which culminates in an original book for each
student to take home.



WORKSHOPS

We offer a number of free workshops taught
by professional artists, writers, and our
talented volunteers. From comic books to
screenplays, bookmaking to radio, our wide
variety of workshops are perfect for writers of
all ages and interests.

IN-SCHOOL PROJECTS

Our trained volunteers go into local public
schools every day to support teachers with
their classroom writing assignments. Based
on the teacher’s curriculum, assignments
range from writing tales to crafting five-
paragraph essays.

OUR STORE

The Liberty Street Robot Supply & Repair,
a one-stop shop for robots, robot owners,
enthusiasts alike, is designed to inspire
creativity and bring awareness to our
programs to the community. Come visit us
at 115 East Liberty Street in downtown Ann
Arbor. All proceeds from our store directly
fund our free programs. Onward robots!






